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Written paper from David Coburn MEP 

UKIP won the European election by a substantial margin and returned 24 MEPs 

including myself in Scotland with as much as 14.7% in some areas. A similar trend of 

anti EU parties won elections across Europe.  Infact, Pablo Iglesias Podemos Party 

according to a recent poll would form a Government if there were to be a General 

election tomorrow.  Podemos was created in Spain only eight months ago. 

UKIP and its anti-establishment, anti EU EFDD Group allies have been highly 

successful highlighting and warning Scottish business, Agriculture, Fisheries and the 

Scots in general of damaging European directives issued by an out of touch 

oligarchic unelected Commission supervised by a eunuch European Parliament.   

A new Survation poll destroys the SNP myth that Scotland is less opposed to the EU 

than England. 47% of Scots are in favour of the EU, whereas 35% of Scots are 

opposed. This is not much different from the results in the rest of the UK. 

UKIP has so far been actively excluded from the Scottish media but as we grow and 

get more airtime to explain our point of view this small margin will narrow. 

The SNP lost their referendum but now refuse to abide by the clear democratic view 

of the Scottish people. They have been acting as if they won the referendum much 

like the EU which continually forces people to vote until they get the answer they 

want. It would seem that the SNP and the EU branch emanate from much the same 

authoritarian root. 

Let's make this clear. The SNP were never offering independence, they were offering 

Scots the opportunity to be a small province of an undemocratic European empire 

with a catastrophic currency and its various economies teetering on the event 

horizon of a black hole. The Euro is a political currency, not an economic currency 

which has bankrupted Greece, Spain, Portugal and Italy throwing millions on the 

dole. Most Scots have watched this scenario unfold and voted against separation as 

they do not want to join Southern Europe on the breadline. The SNP's 

incomprehensible, visceral hatred of England, verging on racism, blinds them to the 

advantages of an equal share in a successful 400 year old partnership backed by a 

sound currency. 

The SNP are masters of evasion but came unstuck by their refusal to name a 

currency in the event of an independent Scotland. Under pressure to lay out a sound 

plan on currency, Alex Salmond belatedly put forward a notion of “Sterlingisation” but 

that did not sit well with their tax and spend policies. It is highly unlikely the SNP 

would emulate the Hong Kong government and run massive currency surpluses 

annually. The SNP assured the Scottish electorate that we would automatically 
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remain in the EU if we voted for independence. When I asked EU Commission 

President Juncker at an open EU meeting, he confirmed Barosso's position that 

Scotland would have to re-apply for membership and that would not be within the 

next five years and would have to be after Turkey joined.  

Despite their unrequited attachment to the EU the SNP Government was somewhat 

shy when floating the idea that an independent Scotland would adopt the Euro, a 

hurdle they would have to inevitably jump as part of Scotland's entry criteria along 

with the Schengen agreement on Eurozone citizen's right of passage. An eventual 

border being constructed between EU Scotland and post EU England is not as 

fanciful as many thought. 

The SNP's hopeless flailing like a drowning man between different currency 

solutions, from the Euro to the bawbe, were stress tested to destruction and found 

fanciful by Scottish voters.   

The politicisation of the Scottish people by the 'Neverendum' has awakened them to 

the dangers of the EU and to the harm it is doing to the Scottish economy as well as 

taking away our 200 mile exclusive fishing grounds coveted by the Spanish. To give 

a concrete example, the EU Common Fisheries policy set quotas on the annual 

catch of the Scottish Fishing fleet.  This has led to a large number of redundancies in 

the fleet and those that are left are bound by the quotas while EU fishing fleets 

continue fishing in our waters. The 200 mile exclusion zone we used to have pre-EU 

entry has been surrendered by Westminster and we can only regain our territorial 

integrity by leaving the EU. An Independent Scotland in the EU would be governed 

by exactly the same arrangements.  £657 million is given to the EU annually to 

support EU Common Fisheries policy to include scandalous fish discards.   As a 

member of the EU PECH (Fisheries) committee I will do what I can to bring common 

sense to the Fisheries landing obligations and the discards ban.  This has been put 

through with scant regard to the problems faced by Scots fishermen trying to 

conform to bureaucratic directives while bobbing around in the North sea. The 

proposed blanket ban on drift net Fisheries is also a threat to the livelihood 

of  fishermen.  Decisions on Fisheries should be decided in Westminster and 

Holyrood, not Brussels. 

All this is in addition to covering our outstanding countryside with ugly German 

propellers, producing unaffordable electricity for the Scottish pensioner. The SNP 

Government cravenly conforms and has cut down 5 million trees in order to make 

way for wind farms which satisfy the EU Green energy directive but make a mockery 

of their green credentials let alone the millions of taxpayer funds wasted on such a 

folly that provides substantial cash grants for landowners and leaves 27% of working 

Scots in fuel poverty. Wind farms provide 2-3% energy to the National grid - what a 

storm in a tea cup. The Common Agricultural Policy adds 17% to Scots family food 
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bills, whilst 56,000 Scots need to use food banks. These high food and energy costs 

will be most drastically felt as we approach the harsh Scottish winter and Scots will 

be forced to choose between heating and eating. 

Furthermore, the EU's open-door immigration policy depresses wages for the 

Scottish working man and woman and threatens the National Health Service, 

pensions and social security. Whilst the SNP like to proclaim 'It's our Oil' and 

Westminster should not have it, what they don't tell you is that if Scotland were in the 

EU without the rest of the UK the oil and gas would be subject to the EU's energy 

policy. As a small country Scotland would soon discover 'its Brussels Oil not Scottish 

oil'. I monitor carefully Brussels increasing desire to control the energy market 

throughout Europe, especially Scotland.  The European Union continues to covet 

Edinburgh and London's financial service sector.  I will work to ensure these do not 

disappear to Frankfurt. 

The SNP Government's obsession with Constitutional issues and mind bending 

double speak on proposed policies affecting Scotland may play well to the party 

faithful but leave voters scratching their heads wondering why there are no real 

concerns for job creation, industry and trade being put forward and why they fail to 

address any of these issues considering the economic catastrophe and mass 

unemployment caused by the euro in Spain, Greece, Portugal, Italy and Ireland. 

The selection of the EU Commission has bordered on farce with Jean Claude 

Juncker facing an investigation and calls for his resignation due to a Luxembourg tax 

scandal. The EU budget has still not been signed off after 19 years.  This hardly 

inspires confidence. 

Ms Sturgeon suggested that every nation in the Union must agree to leave the EU in 

any future European referendum. We entered the European Union together and we 

should leave together. It would be economically disastrous for any one of the nations 

to be in the EU and not the rest. She should accept the sovereign will of the Scottish 

people, expressed in the referendum on independence. It was supposed to be final 

and indeed in the recent Survation poll a quarter of Scots stated they never want 

another independence referendum and feel the matter is settled once and for all. The 

SNP did not permit the rest of the UK to have a say on Scottish independence. Why 

should they now expect to have a lock on Britain's independence referendum 

regarding any future exit form the European Union? If the SNP want this lock, surely 

they should accept that any future referendum on the independence of Scotland 

should also have consent from all the nations of the Union? 

http://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/politics/independence-referendum-quarter-scots-

never-4640537 
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